Delayed hypoxic encephalopathy without cognitive dysfunction.
Three days after an episode of hypoxia, a 20-year-old man developed profound motor deficit in the absence of behavioral or cognitive disturbance. Previous reviews of delayed hypoxic encephalopathy have stressed behavioral and cognitive disturbances as the initial symptoms. This patient's pyramidal tract dysfunction in the absence of higher cortical dysfunction serves to illustrate that delayed hypoxic encephalopathy is predominantly a white matter rather than a gray matter disorder.